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Phrase Structure 141

true in (6) and (7). In these latter examples, there are a number of noun
phrases with several possible interpretations, and it is impossible to deter-
mine by word order alone how they are related in the sentence. Their rela-
tionships must be clarified with particles. As can be seen in (6), when the
nominative, genitive, and accusative cases appear in the same sentence, it is
natural to leave out all but one of the three particles, and, of the three, the
one most naturally used in such cases is the nominative particle. Also, if only
the accusative case were to be marked, as in (6d), the meaning would be un-
derstood to be a long, complex phrase modifying ‘book’: X 7} $=0] 2] T A
o s A=} X ka Swuni uy tongsayng uy chayk ul ilknunta ‘(Some un-
specified person) is reading Swuni’s (younger) sibling’s book’. Such an in-
terpretation would not be the meaning intended for the sentence.

(5) a. Gol7} gralel] 7T},
Yengi ka hakkyo ey kanta
‘Yongi [nom.] is going to school [locative].’
b. Go] stul ot
Yengi hakkyo kanta
‘id. [but more casual]’

(6) a. #ole] BAo] AL ¢
Swuni wy tongsayng i chayk w/ilknunta.

)

‘Suni’s [gen.] sister [nom.] is reading a book [acc.].
b. 2%l 9] 54 2] ¢t

?Swuni wy tongsayng chayk ilknunta.
c. %0] HAlo] A 9t

Swuni tongsayng ¢ chayk ilknunta.

‘Suni’s sister [nom.] is reading a book.’
d. 5ol B4 AL gl

*Swuni tongsayng chayk u/ilknunta.

book [acc.]

(1) a BF7} WTe YRR A4S nen,
Mokswu ka coswu wa namu lo chayksang u/ mantunta.
‘The carpenter [nom.] along with the helper [comitative] is making a
table [acc.] out of wood [instrumental].’
b. ™ &4 24 U A whETH
*Mokswu coswu namu chayksang mantunta.
[ungrammatical with no case particles marking the nouns]

Marking noun phrases with all the case particles is the rule in the writ-
ten language, where not doing so would be considered a serious lapse in
style. The omission of particles is generally confined to the colloquial, spo-
ken language and usually to cases where the sentences are short. The parti-
cles most frequently omitted without causing ambiguity are the particles



